Pune, June 12, 2011

Attending a 15-day course in yoga is mandatory for the personnel g

Now's the time to be innovative...

Get going with your

thinking ca

his unusual cap uses the sun’s scorching
heat to keep you cool. Improvising on a
Chinese design, Pune-based entrepreneur
Vivek Bhatia has successfully manufac-
tured a solar energy-powered mini fan,
which actually provides comfort on a hot day:

The fan with plastic blades is fitted on the cap’s
bill. A miniature solar panel, fixed on the crown, gen-
erates a five-volt supply to power the fan as soon as
one steps out into the sun.

Bhatia who created the fan this April said that al-
though similar solar fan caps are made by some Chi-
nese manufacturers, his device has a solar panel that
covers a larger area and thus generates more power
for a better fan. “The blades are made of plastic and
are completely safe for the person wearing it. We have

_added a tiny switch that can be used to turn the fan
on or off,” he said.

CELEBRATINGINNOVATION

A materials manager with various firms for near-
ly three decades, the fact that Bhatia has sold nearly
1,000 of his ‘Solar fan caps’ at Rs400 each suggests
that it’s more than a novelty.

According to the innovator, the fan generates
enough air to keep one’s face and forehead cool when
out in the sun.

“Since there is no question of batteries, the fan
doesn’t need any charging. The cap is functional even
on partly cloudy days. We’ve been receiving a lot of
orders from humid cities like Kolkata where we've
created an entire customer base out of word-of-mouth
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publicity;” he said.

Bhatia first got into product development with ‘No
Nap’, an anti-drowsiness device meant to prevent
accidents caused by sleepy drivers.

His fledgling firm Fuel Saver India, based in
Sanewadi in Aundh, is dedicated to creating gadgets

that run on renewable energy, mainly solar energy
He is assisted by his wife in packaging, dispaiching
and following up orders. “We see a large potential in
using solar power and are working on new products
such as solar mobile phone chargers and solar
laptop chargers,” he told DNA.




